SHORE STEWARDS NEWS 


	November 2004  Camano Island, Washington


Welcome to the first issue of the Shore Stewards monthly newsletter! This newsletter is meant to inform you of topics and events that will be of interest to you as Shore Stewards. Each future issue will contain information on one or more of the “Ten Guidelines” that were covered in your Shore Stewards booklet and application. Other items that pertain to the shoreline and nearshore environment will also be included. 


A calendar of events will be included with each issue, which will include workshops, programs and events that are given not only by Shore Stewards and the WSU Beach Watchers, but by other groups who take an active interest in the island environment. This calendar may be updated during the month, as new programs are publicized. If you know of an event or program you would like added to the calendar, please contact us at our email address or phone number below. Your additions are welcome! 


This newsletter is not only being sent to Shore Stewards, but also to those who have asked for and received an application and booklet, but have not as yet returned their application. If you need help in completing your application, or would like another copy, please contact us; we’d love to have you join! And remember, your free sign is still available! 


For those who are “online”, this newsletter will be sent electronically, to get it to you in a timely manner and to save on costs. It will be mailed to those without email. If for any reason you would NOT like to receive this newsletter, please contact us. We will remove you from our list.


A Word from the Coordinator





For those who signed up for Shore Stewards this past Spring or earlier, I would like to introduce myself. My name is Scott Chase.  I am the Coordinator of the Shore Stewards program on Camano Island,  and also am very involved with the WSU Beach Watchers program on Camano. If you have any questions or suggestions, please feel free to contact me at schase@wsu.edu, or call me at 


(360) 629-4522, extension 6012. 


The Shore Stewards program is made possible by a wonderful group of volunteers who are involved in every aspect of promoting the program. If you are interested in participating or being involved in promoting Shore Stewards, please contact me, as such opportunities will be available in the near future.


New Office on Camano Island!





WSU Beach Watchers and Shore Stewards now have an office on Camano Island, located in the County Offices Annex, located at 121 - N. East Camano Drive. The office is staffed by Beach Watcher volunteers Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 10 am - 1 pm, or by appointment. If you know where the main Camano Annex office is, or the department that handles building permits, our office is in the large metal green building directly opposite the entry door for the main Annex offices. Feel free to drop in and introduce yourself, or contact me if you need any assistance.





				Bluff Booklets Available





We have just received a limited supply of three booklets published by the Washington State Department of Ecology, of particular interest to bluff property owners. If you are interested in any of these booklets, please contact us at the contact numbers at the bottom of this page.                                                                                            


The booklets are: (1) Vegetation Management: A Guide for Puget Sound Bluff Property Owners; (2) Slope Stabilization and Erosion Control Using Vegetation: A Manual of Practice For Coastal Property Owners; and (3) Surface Water and Groundwater on Coastal Bluffs: A Guide For Puget Sound Property Owners. 


We will be setting up a reference file for the public in the main Annex building, which will contain materials of interest to Shore Stewards. Further information will follow in the future.


                       


			Sea Lions or Seals on Your Beach





Thousands of sea lions are moving north as part of their fall migration, and many venture into Puget Sound. Since August, 23 sea lions have been stranded on beaches from Long Beach to Everett, according to the Washington Department


of Fish and Wildlife, and most of the beached animals were sick. Six sea lions tested this year had leptospirosis, a bacterial disease that can spread to domestic animals and humans through exposure to bodily fluids. If you see a sea lion on your beach, steer clear, and keep kids and dogs away from the animal as well. No human has been reported to have been infected, but it is wise to keep your distance. 


Weighing up to 800 pounds, a sick sea lion can still move very quickly, and can be aggressive. Should you encounter a sick or dead sea lion or seal, or other marine mammal, contact Sue Murphy of the Marine Mammal Stranding Network at (360) 387-8299, or call 1-800-ORCANET.  If you can’t reach anyone at those numbers, call the Washington State Patrol. 














Calendar of Events





November 6, 11 am - 3 pm:  Opening celebration for Four Springs Lake Preserve Park, the newest Island County park on Camano. Located at summit of Camano Hill Road. Turn north on Lewis Lane, enter gates to the left at the end of the road.





November 13, 4-7 pm. Come visit us at the Camano Island Chili-Chowder Cookoff, at the new Senior Center next to the Utsalady Elementary School. $7 admission for 8 samples of chili and/or chowder. Gift basket raffle. Beer and


wine garden. Look for the WSU Beach Watchers booth in the main room, where we are serving our special chowder and giving away free bottles of water! Please


ask for a free Shore Stewards laminated bookmark!





November 17, 7 pm, Camano Community Center, 141 E Camano Dr: 


Backyard Wildlife Habitat holds it’s monthly program open to the public. Lois Ruskell of the Snohomish Conservation District will give a talk at 7 pm on native plants: “The Right Plant in the Right Place”. 





November 20, 1-3:30 pm, Camano Community Center, 141 E Camano Drive:


The Whidbey Camano Land Trust and C.A.R.E. are holding a public Open House, inviting input on your Top 5 protection priorities for Camano Island. You can comment on specific places you would like to see protected, and view different displays on lands, waters, and habitat. You can also learn more about conservation tools available to landowners. 


						














				





	


	                        





Phone: (360) 629-4522, ext. 6012  Email: shorestewards@wsu.edu





This Program is supported by the Washington State University Extension and the Island County Marine Resources Committee











