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Shore Stewards Featured at Georgia Basin Conference!


Shore Stewards has been invited to make a presentation at the 2005 Puget Sound Georgia Basin Research Conference, March 29-31, at the Washington State Convention and Trade Center in downtown Seattle! Gary Wood, who helped create Shore Stewards and is a driving force behind keeping the program financially sound, will speak about the program during the session titled  “Environmental Education and Outreach”,  held on Wednesday, March 30th.

The theme for the 2005 Research Conference is “Science for the Salish Sea: a sense of place, a sense of change”.   (If you are not familiar with the term “Salish Sea”, it refers to the entire combined Puget Sound and Georgia Basin marine area.)  The program is sponsored by the Puget Sound Action Team and the Georgia Basin Action Plan. According to their website information: “This transboundary and international event will build on the highly successful 2003 Research Conference and the five previous Puget Sound Research Conferences supported by the Puget Sound Action Team and its partners. The event will draw scientists, First Nations and tribal government representatives, resource managers, community leaders, policy makers, educators and students together to share science and information about the condition and management of the shared Puget Sound Georgia Basin region. For more information on this conference, you can go to their website, Puget Sound Georgia Basin Research Conference, or http://www.engr.washington.edu/epp/psgb/index.html
GUIDE FOR SHORELINE LIVING To Be Reprinted
The Shore Stewards book, Guide For Shoreline Living, will be reprinted this Spring, with many thanks to Puget Sound Action Team and the Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife for financial assistance.  If you have any friends or neighbors who you think would benefit from this book,  please let us know. We would love to reserve a copy for them and help them become a Certified Shore Steward. You can contact us, or have them contact us at the phone or email address below. 
Camano 101 / Whidbey 101

Mark your calendars for the first Camano 101 program, held at the Camano Center (141 N. East Camano Drive) on Thursday, March 31st!  A joint program created and hosted by the various environmental and conservation groups on Camano Island and vicinity, you will have the opportunity to learn about public beaches and parks, recreational boating opportunities, living with septic tanks and well water, wildlife and native plants, noxious weeds, controlling development, reducing waste, protecting the watershed in which you live, conserving land, and much more! This free program begins at 6:30 p.m., with short presentations by each group at 7:00. After the presentations, you will have the chance to see what each group has to offer. Displays and handouts will let you know about the rich diversity of programs available on Camano Island. Drop by the Shore Stewards booth and introduce yourself – we’d love to see you!  The second event with the same groups will be at Camano Island State Park on Mother’s Day. The park offers free parking that day, and the Center for Wooden Boats has a “free sail” event open to the public. We will be set up in the newly enclosed beach shelter.

For those living on Whidbey Island, the Island County Waste Wise program is hosting a similar event, “Whidbey 101: Living on the Island”. According to their newsletter, “This is a lively introduction to the unique community resources available to you to enhance your island life. Includes information on fun community events and festivals; local clubs and organizations; caring for your septic system; emergency preparedness for earthquakes and tsunamis; easy ways to reduce your solid waste; alternative transportation; and ways to build and support your local community.” This event will be at the Gregwaire Room at Trinity Lutheran Church in Freeland, Thursday, April 7th, 7 – 8:30 pm. 
Getting Rid of Your Junk Tires 
Over a summer, water trapped in a junk tire can breed over 25,000 mosquitoes.  If you have extra tires filling up your garage or cluttering your yard, volunteers from WSU Beach Watchers and WSU Waste Wise programs, with help from the Island County Health Department,  will help you get rid of that junk tire problem.  Prices are $2 for each off rim passenger or light truck tires, or $3.75 on rim. Large truck tires are $6.50 off rim, and $15.75 on rim. They should be relatively clean and free from contamination. On Camano, dates are March 20th and May 21st, 9:00 am – 3:00 pm, at the Camano Road Shop next to the NOAH Animal Shelter. Dates on Whidbey are March 19th, March 22nd, and May 22nd in Oak Harbor, and March 20th, May 21st and May 24th in Bayview. For details, contact Janet Hall halljn@wsu.edu, or call her at 678-7974 or 321-5111, ext. 7974 

Why You Should Not Dump Yard Waste Over Your Bluff
Spring arrived early this year, and along with it the need to mow our grass earlier than usual. For those who live on bluff lots, the temptation is to throw your lawn clippings over the bluff. Or maybe you do so now. “Why not?”, you may ask, “Grass composts quickly, right?” Besides being illegal, with a hefty fine in Island County, there are many other reasons that you should not dump waste over the bluff. 

If you use fertilizer or other chemicals on your lawn, those chemicals will make it to the shoreline along with your clippings, killing fragile aquatic life. Grass without chemicals can be dangerous, too, as the excess nitrogen can raise temperatures and pose a danger to marine life.  

Grass clippings dumped over your bluff do not go away, but accumulate and create weight. These clippings do not decompose quickly, since low-oxygen (anaerobic) compost piles don’t work like those that are turned and watered frequently. This dumped waste can smother the sturdy native plants that help hold the bank in place, which in turn creates sloughing. Even modest amounts of waste on the slopes can create erosion. 

What should you do with your lawn clippings and yard waste? One option is to replace your lawn with native plants. If that is not an option, you can take your lawn clippings to the county Solid Waste facility, and dispose of them there. You can create a compost pile, preferably away from the bluff, which could also supply you with clean compost for your garden. Or better yet, you could use a mulching lawn mower, which cuts the grass into fine pieces and leaves them on the lawn.  

Another idea to protect your bluff and reduce lawn clippings is to install a 20 foot buffer of native plants between the bluff edge and the lawn or garden. Encourage low-growing natives that won’t block your view, and remove saplings and non-native “trash” plants like Scotch broom, English ivy, and Himalayan blackberries. This will now be a low-maintenance, water-free zone that you not only don’t have to mow, but will keep the weight from excess watering away from the bluff.

If you live along the beach on  a low-bluff or no-bluff location, you should also avoid dumping your clippings onto the beach. The same chemical and nitrogen problems apply, and the grass clippings or waste can smother clam beds and other marine life. Another problem with dumping clippings onto the beach is that some forage fish lay their eggs on the beach at high tide. If you cover these eggs with grass clippings, it can kill them. Salmon feed on forage fish, marine mammals (and people) feed on salmon. You can see how seemingly harmless actions can affect the web of life. 

Calendar of Events

Camano Island Events
   (Please contact us with any events you’d like to share!) 

March 16th, Wed, 7-8:30 pm: Backyard Wildlife Habitat sponsors a program about bats: basic information, myths and misconceptions. Program at Camano Center, 141 N. East Camano Dr. 

March 17th, Thurs, 7:00pm: Island County Commissioner Bill Byrd’s Town Hall Meeting at Camano Center. Assessor’s Office explains tax levy rate and how taxes are distributed.

March 20th, Sun: Tire recycling at the Camano Road Shop. See article on page two. 

March 22nd, 24th, 29th, 31st:  8:30 – 4:30. WSU Waste Wise Volunteer Training on Camano. Free. Call Janet Hall at 629-4522, ext 7974, or email halljn@wsu.edu. 

March 31st, Thurs, 6:30 – 9 pm: Camano 101! See article on page two. 

April 14th, Thurs, 6:00 – 8:30 pm. Septic System Workshop at Madrona Fire Station, 

916 West 5th St. Pre-register with WSU Waste Wise: 629-4522, ext. 7327

WSU Beach Watchers and Shore Stewards are hosting a series of programs beginning this Spring and Summer. A special thanks to John Custer for arranging this excellent selection of programs, which we call the “Island Homeowner’s Toolkit” :

April 1st, Friday, 6:30 pm: Emergency Preparedness: Home and Highway. A free program held at the Terry’s Corner Fire Station, 525 E. North Camano Drive. 

May 5th, Thurs, 7:00 pm: Water Resources on Camano Island: You and Your Well. A free program held at the Camano Center, 141 N. East Camano Drive. More details later. 

May 25th, Weds, 7:00 pm: Shellfish Seeding on Your Beach. Free program at Camano Center. More details to follow in May. 

June 25th, Sat, 10:00 am: Beaches and Bluffs on Camano: Processes and Issues. Program at Camano Center followed by afternoon fieldtrip. Fee for this program. Space limited.  

July 16th, Sat, 10:00 am: Vegetation Management for Bluff Property Owners. Program at Camano Center followed by afternoon fieldtrip. Fee for this program. Space limited. 

Whidbey Island Events (we are in need of more events to list: please let us know!) 

March 23rd, Wed, 9:00 am: Oil Spill Volunteers training at Race Road Firehouse. To register, contact Dot Irvin at doti@wsu.edu, or call 321-5111, Ext 7391 or or 679-7391 

March 19th, 22nd: Tire recycling at Oak Harbor. March 20th: Bayview. See page 2 article.

Email: shorestewards@wsu.edu, or contact Scott Chase at schase@wsu.edu
Phone: 360-629-4522, ext. 6012  (Camano); 360-321-5111, Ext. 6012  (S. Whidbey);

360-678-5111 (N/C Whidbey).   This Program is supported by the Washington State University Extension and the Island County Marine Resources Committee


