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Free DVD on Shoreline Living!
One of the latest benefits in being a Shore Steward is having your own copy of a fantastic DVD titled Shoreline Living: Protecting Our Shorelines & Puget Sound. This 34 minute video was produced by Erica Guttman of WSU Extension in Thurston County, with funding through Puget Sound Action Team (now Puget Sound Partnership.) The DVD features local experts who instruct you on topics that are important to those who live on or near the shoreline. Hugh Shipman from the Washington State Department of Ecology explains beach processes, bluff geology, and erosion. Doug Myers from Puget Sound Partnership teaches about the marine wildlife on our beaches. Roger Giebelhaus, a Thurston County Planner, talks about development along the shoreline and on bluff properties. And Kevin McFarland, with Sound Urban Forestry, shows how to properly prune and cut trees to retain views without harming the tree. The second program on this DVD is called Plant it Right: Restoring our Streams.  Joslyn Trivett, a restoration ecologist with Sound Native Plants, demonstrates how to properly plant bare root trees and shrubs, live stakes, and potted or containerized plants. Most of what is featured in this video is not stream-specific, and is just as informational for those who live near the shoreline. 
This free DVD is offered to Island County residents by the Island County Shore Stewards and Island County Planning and Community Development. Funding was through a Centennial Clean Water Grant through the Washington State Department of Ecology. If you would like a copy, with a protective clamshell case, you can contact Shore Stewards at (360) 387-3443, ext. 258. Or email us at shorestewards@wsu.edu. Be sure to provide full contact information so we’ll know how to get it to you! 
Shoreline Education Teams: We Need Your Comments, Please!
WSU Beach Watchers on Camano Island, many of whom helped create the original Shore Stewards materials, met in July to discuss the creation of shoreline education teams. These individuals or teams would be available to come to your house, neighborhood, or community association, and give free onsite advice or education on a wide variety of shoreline topics. There are only a few topics that require professional, technical or engineering services that are beyond our abilities.
We anticipate having these teams ready to assist you by 2008.  What we need first, though, is to find out what topics you would like help with. Are you interested in learning how to replace your lawn or garden area with native plants? How to make and install your own rain barrel? Maybe you want to know more about composting. Whatever the topic, please call or email us; the contact information is at the bottom of page four. We look forward to hearing from you.  
Tidelands Ownership in Washington State
The shores of navigable tidal waters lying between the line of ordinary high tide and the line of extreme low tide are considered tidelands.  One of the questions we are frequently asked is in regards to private tidelands ownership, with property owners wondering how far their property extends from the shoreline. This is a very complex topic, and Washington law is quite different from our coastal neighbors. The following information is copied from the website of the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, and is printed with their permission.
When the original 13 colonies became states, the founding fathers adopted land use laws based on the English system of law. The shores of navigable waters and the soils under them were the property of the state. New states, upon admission to the union, retained the same rights as the original 13 colonies. 

The State of Washington, at the time of adoption of the State Constitution on November 11, 1889, asserted its ownership of the beds and shores of navigable waters up to and including the line of ordinary high water (mean high water). 

At that time all the tidelands of the state were publicly owned. However, the Washington State Constitution does not contain a provision allowing upland property owners any rights of access to saltwater for shipping, fish and shellfish propagation, or other water-oriented industry. Washington is a non-riparian rights state. 

To rectify this situation, and provide revenue to the state, the 1889-1890 Legislature authorized the sale of public tidelands to private individuals. In the ensuing years, approximately 60 percent of Washington State-owned tidelands were sold to private owners. This practice was discontinued in 1969. 

Today, 1,700 miles of saltwater tidelands remain in state ownership. The Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission and the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife manage some 300 miles of tidelands, including the Pacific coastal tidelands. The remaining 1,400 miles of tidelands are managed by Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR). 

The DNR manages these public trust lands by utilizing multiple use concepts. These lands are held in trust for all the people. However, it must be recognized that some uses such as aquaculture and recreation are not equally compatible. Therefore, DNR has inventoried the state-owned tidelands and classified them as being best suited for commercial use (open for lease), reserves, and for public use purposes. Approximately 75 percent of the Department managed tidelands were classified for public use. The decisions were based on location, historic use, length, and type of tidelands, and the extent and type of upland development. 
Private & Public Ownership of Tidelands
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The extent of public ownership on any particular piece of state-owned tidelands varies depending upon the date the uplands were patented, i.e., transferred from government to private ownership. 

For tidelands where the uplands were patented prior to statehood (November 11, 1889), the private upland ownership extends to the mean high water line or to the meander line, whichever is further seaward. Uplands patented by the United States after November 11, 1889 extend to the line of mean high water. 

The meander line is the original surveyed shoreline, and in instances where erosion has occurred since 1889, it may be well out into the bay. This means that what looks like tidelands, could actually be privately owned uplands. Mean high water is the average of the elevations reached by all of the high tides for a particular area over a long period of time. A complete cycle of high tides takes 18.6 years. In most cases, the mean high water line falls just seaward of the line of old drift logs in the upper tideland area. 

Since the meander line is a surveyed line rather than a constant elevation line, in areas where pre-statehood patents exist for uplands it may be very difficult to determine the exact location of the boundary between public tidelands and private uplands. Additionally, naturally occurring erosion and accretion make upland boundary lines subject to constant change. 

After statehood, numerous detached tideland tracts were sold for the purposes of shellfish cultivation. These privately owned detached shellfish beds are usually located some distance away from the shoreline; however, in some cases they are very close. Most commercial shellfish beds are marked with stakes or other markers by the property owner. 
Bibliography and Links
Shoreline Living: Protecting our Shorelines and Puget Sound. Online video for this DVD can be watched at http://wawater.wsu.edu/   (Also available at that site is the 17 minute video on Plant it Right. Both are available free from Shore Stewards.) 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife website on shellfish regulations, TIDELANDS. http://wdfw.wa.gov/fish/shelfish/beachreg/tideland.htm   
Calendar of Events
Spring 2008: WSU Beach Watchers training on Camano Island and Whidbey Island.   Training will be held on Camano in April and May on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9 am to 4 pm. On Whidbey, training will be in March and April on Wednesdays and Fridays from 9 am to 4 pm .   You receive 100 hours of university level training in a large variety of subjects. The focus of training is water quality but within this it explores watersheds and groundwater, marine biology and oceanography, salmon and nearshore habitats, climate change, noxious weeds, agriculture, forestry, waste reduction, recycling, sustainable living, native plants and wildlife, intertidal monitoring, coastal geology and more. There are several field trips during the training. There is a $40 fee to offset the cost of reproducing the training manual and other printing costs. 
In return for this unique educational opportunity, Beach Watchers commit to 50 hours of volunteer community outreach for two consecutive years.   Volunteers have a lot of fun working together, and enjoy monthly meetings and occasional field trips. For additional information, you can contact Kristen Cooley at kcooley@wsu.edu. Or phone 360-679-7391 (Toll free on Camano: 629-4522, ext. 7327). 
To view archived copies of past Shore Stewards Newsletters, go to www.shorestewards.org
Island County Shore Stewards is a program of the WSU Beach Watchers and the Island County Marine Resources Committee, and is supported by the Washington State University Extension in Island County and the Island County Marine Resources Committee, with grants from the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, Puget Sound Action Team, the Salmon Recovery Funding Board, Northwest Straits Commission, the Washington State Department of Ecology, and the Camano Island Watershed Management Program.
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