
SHORE STEWARDS NEWS
August 2006  Island County, Washington
Issue No. 22
New Shore Stewards Website Now Active!
In July of 2005 we announced the unveiling of a new Shore Stewards website for Island County.  This past April we told you that the Shore Stewards program has now expanded into eight counties throughout northern Puget Sound.  This month we are excited to announce the creation of a new website that reflects the regional nature of the program. The regional program will be called the Washington Shore Stewards, with each local county using their own county’s name. Our program, for instance, will still be called the Island County Shore Stewards. 

The website address has not changed; it is still http://www.shorestewards.org/. What has changed is the look of the website. The home page welcomes you to Washington Shore Stewards, and near the top of the page you will see a map of the Puget Sound region. The colored counties are those that currently offer the Shore Stewards program. Those in gray have not yet adopted the program, but we look forward to welcoming them in the future. Click on a county and you will be linked to their county website. You can also link to the county in the left hand column: County Shore Stewards Sites. This is now active for Island, Jefferson, Kitsap and Mason counties. Whatcom, Clallam, Snohomish and Skagit counties will have their local Shore Stewards websites up soon. Keep checking back to see their progress; you may find events in those counties that you may wish to attend. The local Island County website has not changed, and this newsletter is linked to that site. Eventually the newsletter will also become regional, though we will retain local content. 

You may note that there are some parts of the regional local websites that differ from our local Island County website and book. Some of the Ten Guidelines, for instance, differ slightly in wording and order. This reflects the differences and diversity of our programs. While it is very important to know all about septic tanks and drainfields in most parts of Island County and along Hood Canal, it is less important in cities like Bellingham, Everett, Edmonds, and Anacortes, which are all largely served by sewer systems. . 

Once again Phil Williamson (ZigZag Creek Web Works), a Coupeville graphic designer with extensive experience creating websites, and Dan Pedersen (Communications Manager, Island County Marine Resources Committee), spent many hours fine tuning the website to its current look. And we owe a big thanks to Puget Sound Action Team (PSAT), who supported and assisted us throughout this transition. PSAT is a very important partner for our Shore Stewards programs, and has been very supportive in our regional expansion. Please be sure to check their website at http://www.psat.wa.gov/  for up to date information on all the important happenings in the Puget Sound region. Or link to them from the bottom of the Washington Shore Stewards home page. 
What Animals and Plants Live on Your Beach?
Are you ever stumped as to what that marine critter or plant was the last time you were out on a beach walk? Go to the WSU Beach Watchers website’s EZ ID page, where you will find an excellent list of the animals, seaweeds, sea grasses and shore plants you might encounter. You can link to this fantastic resource by going to: http://beachwatchers.wsu.edu/ezidweb/ezidindx.htm 
Year-long Spartina Drift Card Project Underway in Puget Sound
Washington State is participating in a “drift card” project with Canada to determine how spartina cordgrass and other destructive, invasive marine plant seeds spread in the salt waters of Washington and British Columbia. The bright orange 4-in. by 6-in. wooden plywood cards float on the same tides and currents as a potential spartina or marine plant seed, showing officials where they should look for new infestations.

Through next May, 600 cards will be launched each month from sites in Washington and Canada to determine where tides and currents take them. Launch sites in the U.S. are at South Skagit Bay in Snohomish County; Livingston Bay in Island County; and Turners Cove in Skagit County. Three additional sites are in Canada. The Puget Sound Action Team, Washington State Department of Agriculture, and the Nature Conservancy are conducting the project in Washington. Ducks Unlimited Canada is conducting the project for Canada. Persons finding the cards on shorelines are encouraged to telephone the Puget Sound Action Team, 1-800-547-6863, and report the finding. Persons are asked not to throw cards back in the water.

WSDA officials say the project will be particularly helpful in getting rid of spartina in north Puget Sound. Spartina, a very destructive pest weed that grows to heights of four or six feet each summer, converts salt water mudflats to meadows, destroys shorebird and waterfowl habitat, and increases the threat of flooding. In 1995 the Washington Legislature called spartina infestations in state mudflats an “environmental disaster.” Legislation was passed that year aimed at its total eradication. Of the approximate thousand acres in Skagit, Snohomish, and Island counties infested with spartina in 1997, almost half has been eradicated by a coalition of government and private agencies and entities that include the Washington State Department of Agriculture; Puget Sound Action Team; The Nature Conservancy; noxious weed boards in Skagit, Snohomish, Island, and Whatcom counties; Swinomish tribal community; Tulalip and Suquamish tribes; People for Puget Sound; Wildlands Management; University of Washington Olympic Natural Resource Center; Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife; and Washington State University. State officials believe spartina in north Puget Sound can be eradicated by 2010 or 2011.

For more information, contact the Puget Sound Action Team, at 1-800-547-6863, or visit the organization’s Web site at www.psat.wa.gov. Information on spartina on the WSDA Web site is at www.agr.wa.gov/PlantsInsects/Weeds/default.htm.  (This news release was provided by Washington State Department of Agriculture.) 
Free Shore Stewards Signs Available
Do you have a Shore Stewards sign in your yard or on your bulkhead? Island County Shore Stewards recently received 150 new signs for distribution to Shore Stewards who do not have one. These colorful 12” x 18” aluminum signs are free and can be picked up at the WSU Extension Office in Coupeville or at the Island County Annex on Camano. Contact Scott Chase, Shore Stewards coordinator, at any of the phone numbers or email addresses at the end of this newsletter.  You will be asked to complete a short, simple questionnaire so that we may find out if our materials have been helpful to you, and to see if you have any suggestions or comments you’d like to make.  You will then be sent a certificate for your free sign. 
To see what the sign looks like, go to the Home Page of the Island County Shore Stewards: http://www.shorestewards.org/island/ . Two more photos can be seen from the Home Page by clicking on “Membership”. 
Biotoxins on Your Beach
Do you regularly check to see if there is a closure of shellfish harvesting on your beach before you go out to dig clams? If not, you should take this health precaution on a regular basis. Several areas of Puget Sound have been closed at times this summer due to biotoxins that cause paralytic shellfish poisoning (PSP). In August, recreational harvesting of all species of shellfish was prohibited on the west side of Whidbey Island. 

These poisoning events were inaccurately called “red tide” in the past, but that term is no longer used as the color of the water does not indicate when toxins are present  The Marine Biotoxin Bulletin can be found at http://www4.doh.wa.gov/gis/mogifs/biotoxin.htm . You can also call the Biotoxin Hotline at 1-800-562-5632. 
The Washington State Department of Health also has maps of each county  http://ww4.doh.wa.gov/scripts/esrimap.dll?name=bioview&Cmd=Map&Step=1  If you click on the map for Island County, you will see which locations are closed due to marine biotoxins and which are due to pollution.  There is also a county-by-county list of all beaches that are closed to harvesting, have advisories, are unknown, or are open. A link to this site may be found at: http://ww4.doh.wa.gov/scripts/esrimap.dll?name=bioview&Cmd=Map&Listing 

According to the Department of Health website, “It is important to know the difference between butter clams and other species of clams. Butter clams have the ability to retain toxin for a very long time - up to a year or more. Areas may be closed for the sport harvest of butter clams when all other species are safe and open.”  Photos and descriptions of the most common clams you might harvest can be found on the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife website at http://www.wdfw.wa.gov/fish/shelfish/beachreg/1clam.htm . 
Calendar of Events

September 16, 2006: Waves and Wine Cruise. A Beach Watcher fundraiser that includes a whale cruise, dinner and wine.  For more information call (360) 240-5558.
September 16, 2006: Family Forest Owner’s Field Day. An educational day with a large number of educational programs for those interested in family forest management and stewardship. You learn how to recognize potential problems, what to do and how to do it. During the day, you may participate in educational programs instructed by the state’s recognized experts in forest health, silviculture, wildlife habitat, and soils. Presenters will also be available to answer questions specific to your needs and property situation. For more info, go to http://skagit.wsu.edu/forestry/, or email Andy Perleberg at andyp@wsu.edu. 
September 28, 2006: CLIMATE CHANGE, WATER, AND THE CHOICES AHEAD with William (Bill) Ruckelshaus, Thomas Berry Hall, Whidbey Institute. 7:30 pm , cost: $5 at the door.  This lecture will address the issues of water quantity and allocation.  William (Bill) Ruckelshaus was the first administrator of the United States Environmental Protection Agency.  He currently serves as the Chairman of the Salmon Recovery Funding Board for the State of Washington. In 2003 he was appointed to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Science Advisory Board. In 2005, he was appointed by Governor Gregoire to co-chair the Puget Sound Partnership to organize the cleanup of Puget Sound. Please contact the Whidbey Institute for details. info@whidbeyinstitute.org or 360-341-1884 
September 30, 2006: Sound Gardening Workshop. 9:30 am to Noon. Enjoy a free guided tour of two nature-friendly Camano Island gardens, one low-bank waterfront property and one high bluff waterfront property. Learn how to provide a natural, healthy habitat for birds, wildlife and fish. Enjoy a lush, thriving landscape with little or no pesticides or chemical fertilizers. See how native plants and trees are used for bluff stabilization. Find out how to use compost and mulches to save time and trouble, and to reduce water usage.  This popular program is sponsored by Island County Shore Stewards, WSU/Island County Waste Wise program, WSU Beach Watchers, and Backyard Wildlife Habitat Program. Registration required! Call (360) 387-3443, ext 258. 
September 30, 2006: Plastic Plant Pot Recycling and Exchange. Free. Join WSU Waste Wise volunteers and WSU Beach Watchers at this first-ever event on Camano Island! Recycle your CLEAN plastic flower or plant pots. All sizes and colors accepted. Plastic pots only, please! Pots must be free from dirt and relatively clean. You may recycle those old pots you have in your garage or outside your house, or pick up ones you may need for next planting season! 
Camano: 9:00 am – 1 pm. Follow signs from Can-Ku Road and N. East Camano Drive, near CASA Animal Shelter. Questions? Call 387-3443, ext 258.  
Whidbey: 9:30 am – 3 pm. Follow signs from Coupeville Transfer Station Recycling Park. See tire event below for directions & contact info. 

September 30, 2006: Recycle your Junk Tires on Whidbey Island! 9:30 am – 3 pm.
Volunteers from WSU Beach Watchers and WSU Waste Wise programs, with help from the Island County Health Department, will help you get rid of that junk tire problem.  Costs of recycling tires will be printed in next newsletter. No tractor, plane, or other very large tires. They should be relatively clean and free from contamination. On Whidbey, location is at the Coupeville Solid Waste Facility, 20018 SR 20, behind the Recycling Park. For details, contact Janet Hall halljn@wsu.edu, or call her at 678-7974 or 321-5111, ext. 7974. 

October 26th, 2006: Septic Systems!  6:30 pm. How much do you know about maintaining the health of your septic system? Avoid septic system nightmares by attending this free septic system workshop, courtesy of the WSU Waste Wise program and the Island County Health Department. Pre-register for this workshop by calling the WSU Extension Office, 360-629-4522, Ext 7327, option 8. Workshop will be held at the Terry’s Corner Fire Station, 525 E. North Camano Drive, Camano Island.
To view archived copies of past Shore Stewards Newsletters, go to www.shorestewards.org
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